Poetic Method

1. Emotion and Idea

At the core of any poem, poets express their feelings and thoughts about their experiences and the world around them.

2. Developmental Structure

This is an internal structure.  It is and organizing of the thoughts and feelings within a poem.

3. Diction

This is the choice of words which would reflect and convey through their connotation what the poet is feeling.  Diction refers to “word choice”.

4. Imagery

This is another device that poets can use to convey their feelings and thoughts.  There are three types of imagery:

1) Sensuous

2) Figurative

3) Symbolic

Sensuous Imagery

a) Visual: appeals to the sense of sight

b) Auditory: appeals to the sense of hearing

c) Tactile: appeals to the sense of touch

d) Gustatory: appeals to the sense of taste

e) Olfactory: appeals to the sense of smell

f) Motor: appeals to the sense of motion

Figurative Imagery

a) Simile - comparison between two unlike objects that have one point in common using “like” or “as”

b) Metaphor – comparison between two unlike objects not using “like” or “as”

c) Personification – the giving of life-like qualities to inanimate objects (ex: Disdainful anger, pallid fear)

d) Apostrophe – addressing;

1) the dead as if living

2) the inanimate as if animate

3) the absent as if present

e) Metonymy – 

1) the use of a word or an object to suggest something closely or commonly associated with it (ex: Give me a hand with this.)

2) The use of part of something to suggest the whole thing. (All hands on deck.)

3) The use of a container to suggest the thing it contains. (I wouldn’t give him the time of day.)

Symbolic Imagery

This device involves the use of something concrete to represent something abstract (ex: a burning candle used to symbolize life.)

5. Sound

Sound patterns can be used to suggest the poet’s feelings to the reader.  Some of these sound patterns are:

1) Alliteration – the repetition of the initial consonant sound in a series of words in a line of poetry (ex: “His crypt the cloudy canopy”)

2) Cacophony – (dissonance) a series of harsh consonant sounds in a line of poetry (ex: “Was shrunken hard and dry”)

3) Euphony – a pleasing series of sounds in a line of poetry

4) Assonance – the repetition of the initial vowel sound  in a series of words in a line of poetry.

5) Onomatopoeia – the use of a word whose sound imitates the sound the word describes (ex: tinkle, clang, boom)

6) Consonance – (half-rhyme) the use of words at the ends of verses in which the final consonants are the same but the vowels that precede them are different (ex: love, prove)

6. Poetic Forms

1) Narrative Poetry – more concerned with poetic qualities than story-telling.  They are concerned with getting across abstract ideas.  They do not use end rhyme.

2) Traditional and Literary Ballads – deal with story–telling.  The latter are often folk songs.

3) Lyric Poetry – wide range.  Includes haiku, sonnets.  Presents personal emotion.

4) Free verse – attempt to liberate expression

