The Canadian Music Industry
Grade Nine – October 2007

The history behind Canadian music reflects that of the history and the development of the country. It has many different beginnings with the Aboriginals and the British-style patriotic songs and the folk traditions of the many cultures that settled in Canada from coast to coast. Music has been an important form of expression and ever evolving part of Canada’s cultural life. 

Canadian music covers a huge variety of musical styles:
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Country music
· Jazz 
· Blues

· Electronica

· Chansonniers

· Rock

· Folk music

· Hip Hop

· Metal

· Classical music
Each of these styles has vast array of musicians that write and perform the music for example:

· Country music – Hank Snow in the 1950s

· Hard Rock – Rush and The Guess Who in the 1960s and 1970s

· Pop – artists including Bryan Adams, Shania Twain and Celine Dion in the 1980s and 90s

· Other current performers: Arcade Fire, Billy Talent, k-os and Alexisonfire.
One major improvement in the Canadian music industry happened in 1970 with the Canadian content regulations. The Canadian government required all AM radio stations to devote 30% of their musical selections to Canadian content. The 1970s became a “golden age” in Canadian music with the development in many careers of musicians like Anne Murray, The Guess Who, and the Poppy Family. Bands and solo artists like these pioneered the development of Canadian music as we know it today.
Canadian Music Project

** All work must be passed in - typed or handwritten in ink, and in sentence form.

Section 1 – research 1 Canadian Music Award show
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The Juno Awards

· http://www.juno-awards.ca/
· The East Coast Music Awards

· http://www.ecma.ca/splash.asp
· Canadian Country Music Awards

· http://www.ccma.org/
· Western Canadian Music Awards – formerly the Prairie Music Awards

· http://www.westerncanadianmusicawards.ca/
· Or another (with permission)

Answer the following questions:

1.  What is the award show that you’ve picked?


2.  What kinds of music are presented in this show?


3.  What awards are given (LIST ALL THE AWARDS)?


4.  Who won the awards last year?


5.  Where are the awards going to be held this coming year?


6.  What other events take place as preparation for the awards?


7.  Give a brief history of the awards (if possible).


8. How are the artists chosen to ‘win’ the awards? Can you become a member to vote? If so, how does one become a member?

[image: image3.jpg]


Section 2 – research a Canadian Performer
Answer the following questions:


1. What is the name of your band/artist?

2. Where are they from?


3. How many records have they sold?


4. How many albums have they released? What are the names of the albums?


5. List some of their songs.


6. What concert tours have they been on?


7. Have they won any awards or honours? If so, what were they - be sure to 
list the categories?

8. Are there any career highlights to mention?


9. Where will they be performing next?

Section three – ‘Creative Creation’ 

Do something creative to display your information - Create a poster for the information that you’ve found in your research, make a brochure, attach a CD with some of their music on it, or make a trivia game. I will still expect to have the answers to your questions handed in separately from the creative display. 
Mark break down:

Answers to Awards show questions – 10 marks

Answers to Canadian Performer questions – 10 marks

Creative Creation – 10 marks

TOTAL – 30 marks
